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The Model Electronic Railway Group
This book is not a MERG production; as the author I retain control of its contents.
Nevertheless, as an active member of this group, I know that MERG can make a valuable
contribution to both club layouts and home layouts. I am very happy to introduce you to
what the group has to offer.

Model railway electronics for all gauges
and modellers at all stages
MERG is the leading international forum for all railway modellers
interested in applying electronics to the hobby
The Group enables members to exchange ideas and information, and provides kits covering
a number of interests including DC operations, DCC, Radio Frequency Identification,
computer control and CBUS.
Members have a wide range of knowledge and capability, from beginners to those who work
in the electronics and railway industries. MERG caters for all-comers:- beginners (which is
where we all started from), semi-experienced, and professionals.
Have a look at the public area of the website:

www.merg.org.uk

MERG is a friendly and informal ‘first names’ group and new members are encouraged to
present their ideas, as well as share those already available .
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Benefits include :
Website
The members' area provides access to a large range of resources.
There is a huge amount of material on the website, that you could
spend many interesting hours looking through. The material covers
all the subjects that you would come across when working with your
layout's electrics and electronics.

A regular Journal
This is posted out at least four times a year to all members, containing
new ideas and reports on developments. Its contents reflect the
range of abilities of its members, including simple but useful circuits,
reports on what members are working on and suggestions for new
devices.

Kits
MERG has a great reputation for developing and making a comprehensive range of low cost, self
assembly kits available to members.

This includes kits for signal operations, operating points, train detection, etc.
Its range of DCC kits includes a command station, a district cutout, accessory decoders, etc.
These kits, and the range of Pocket Money Project kits described in chapter 27, can be
ordered directly from the website.
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Assistance
MERG is renowned for the help that it gives to its members.
Its has members throughout the world and they are all able to access help and advice
through the MERG internet Forum, its Twitter pages and its Facebook pages.

These are used extensively by members to get help while building kits, recommendations
for components and equipment, advice on wiring, and much more.

Meetings and Local Area Groups
There are national meetings of MERG members at least four times a year in London.
In addition, there is an increasing number of local groups being set up to bring members
together in regional areas.
Currently, there are Local Area Groups in;
Aberdeen, ACT (Australian Capital Territory), Bristol, Cardiff, Cornwall, East Anglia,
East Midlands, East of Scotland, Essex, Exeter, Highlands, Highlands, Kent, London,
North East, North West, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, Scottish Borders,
Shanghai, Somerset, South East Queensland, South Hants, Tayside, Thames Valley,
Three Counties, Warwickshire/North Oxfordshire, West Midlands, West of Scotland,
Victoria and Yorkshire.

There is also a regular Virtual Area Group where members from around the world meet and
discuss via Zoom.
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Training
Apart from bringing members together, Local Area Groups play an
important role in training and educating members. Members get a chance
to find out how things work, see modules in action and pick up new skills
such as soldering.
MERG also provides tutors for the weekend courses run at Missenden
Abbey, Bucks.

Technical Bulletins
The MERG website provides access to over 250 Technical Bulletins.
These documents provide background reading on a large range of
subjects, as shown.

How MERG operates
MERG is entirely run by volunteers - no member receives any financial remuneration for
the time and expertise that they contribute. This applies to those who provide the
administrative support, those who design and assemble the kits and those who write
Technical Bulletins and provide advice on the Forum.

How to join
There is a variety of ways to join and get involved with MERG.

Exhibitions
MERG has a stand at several major shows each year, as well as a
number of local shows ones, usually attended by members from the
Local Area Groups.

Online

The home page of the MEG website has a link to join MERG, payment
being made by credit/debit card, or through your PayPal account.

By mail
You can also complete an application form and post it off with a cheque.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the membership secretary at
memsec@merg.info for details before sending in the form.
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Model Electronic Railway Group
Membership Application
Please print out this form, sign and return with remittance to:

MERG Membership Secretary
5 Hawthorne Close
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9FD

NB. form required to be signed and sent in even if payment is by Paypal but can be scanned and emailed to memsec@merg.org.uk

Name
Address:

Email
Telephone

Town
County
Postcode
Country
How did you hear about MERG:
I live in MERG UK membership area and enclose my Cheque/PO No.________________ for the sum of £21
or I have paid by Paypal using reference_________________.
OR I live in MERG Royal Mail European Zone membership area and enclose my Cheque/PO
No.________________ for the sum of £23 or I have paid by Paypal using reference_________________.
OR I live in MERG Rest Of World - Zone 1 membership area and enclose my Cheque/PO
No.________________ for the sum of £25 or I have paid by Paypal using reference_________________.
Cheques should be drawn in Sterling on a UK Bank and made payable to "MERG"
I agree to abide by the Rules of the Group and I confirm that I am 16 years of age or over. By applying for membership
of MERG I consent to the data supplied on the application form being used for the promotion of MERG's aims and for
membership administration purposes. I understand that the data will be included in a Membership List that is provided to
other members. I understand that the Membership Secretary will hold my details on a computer. I understand and
accept that my data and that of other members may not be used for any commercial purpose. Should I not renew my
subscription, my full name and membership number will be retained, for the purpose of allowing the reallocation of the
same number if I rejoin at a later date, other membership data will be deleted 24 months after last renewal. Members
are responsible for advising the Membership Secretary of any changes in their data.
I also agree to indemnify MERG, its Officers and Members against any claim arising from any use or misuse of any
publication, kit or other goods supplied to me by MERG.

Signature:

Date:

For MERG Administration purposes only
UID

Date received

Chq, PO, Cash Date entered

Web Application Form - version 1.2 - 27-May-2019

Banked ref

Vouchers

Member No

